HOW STRONG IS BRITAIN ?
they reach the Bay of Biscay, When Mussolini declares
that the Mediterranean represents the life blood of
Italy and only a matter of convenience for Great
Britain, and when British Ministers reply that, on the
contrary, the Mediterranean is a vital channel of
British Empire communications, they are talking about
different things. As far as British merchant shipping
is concerned the Mediterranean is only a matter of
saving time, a matter of convenience, but strategically
considered it is perhaps not an exaggeration to say
that the Mediterranean is a vital channel of Empire
communications.
During the World War British merchant shipping
was almost driven out of the Mediterranean by about
half a dozen German submarines, submarines which
had to operate at long distances from their base. In
drawing up its plans for the event of war therefore the
British government must take into consideration the
possibility of a Mediterranean power being on the side
of its enemies, and in that case British Mediterranean
shipping would have to be diverted round the Cape.
This diversion would not only affect transit traffic,
and it is likely that British trade with the eastern
Mediterranean would have to be taken through the
Suez Canal, down the Red Sea and round the Cape.
If Great Britain succeeded in keeping open the Mediter-
ranean for her merchant shipping, so much the better
for her, but we are now assuming the worst case.
The British Navy will therefore hardly be faced with
the task of protecting British shipping in the Mediter-